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ifteto literature 

The most important books listed in these columns will receive notice in the book-revtew pages. 



OLD TESTAMENT 
BOOKS 

Mitchell, H. G. The Ethics of the Old Testament. [Handbooks of Ethics and 
Religion, Edited by Shailer Mathews.] Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 1012. Pp. x+417. $2.00. 
This is the first volume to be published of a new series, other contributors to 

which are Professors Coe, E. J. Goodspeed, G. B. Smith, and T. G. Soares. This 

volume gives a good objective account of the conduct of the Old Testament worthies 

and of the ethical ideals held by the prophets and psalmists. 

Banks, E. J. Bismya, or The Lost City of Adab. A Story of Adventure, of Explora- 
tion, and of Excavation among the Ruins of the Oldest of the Buried Cities of 
Babylonia. New York: Putnam, 1912. Pp. xxii+457. 

A popular account of the expedition sent out to Bismya by the University of 
Chicago, of which Dr. Banks was in immediate charge for most of the period of its 
activity. Some of the statements made rest upon too slight a basis; but the volume 
will be found of interest by the layman in excavation and decipherment. 

ARTICLES 

Breyfogle, Caroline M. The Hebrew Sense of Sin in the Pre-exilic Period, The 

American Journal of Theology, October, 1912, pp. 542-60. 

A study of the Hebrew consciousness of sin from the point of view of its social 
relationships. 

Bennett, W. H. Religious Controversy in the Old Testament, The Expositor, 

October, 191 2, pp. 289-305. 

A popular study of the judgments passed in the Old Testament upon the Kings 
from the point of view of their motives and their fairness. 

NEW TESTAMENT 

BOOKS 

Gilbert, George H. Jesus. New York: Macmillan, 1912. Pp.321. $1.50 net. 
Of the many useful handbooks which Professor Gilbert has produced for Bible 
students, his Student's Life of Jesus has found most favor and is now in its third edition. 
This present work on Jesus, however, is new and different, the outcome of a more 
thorough historical investigation. If it is on that account less adapted to the super- 
ficial and devotional reader, it will have greater value for the student who is aware 
that there are difficult fundamental problems concerning the history of Jesus and who 
wishes to work at them. 

Frame, James E. Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Epistles of St. Paul to 
the Thessalonians. International Critical Commentary. New York: Scribner, 
1912. Pp.326. $2. 50 net. 

Within a decade we have been given four massive first-class commentaries on the 
Thessalonian Epistles: the first by Wohlenberg in 1903 (Zahn Kommentar); the 
second by Milligan in 1908 (printed to correspond with the Lightfoot Commentaries); 
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the third by v. Dobschiitz in 1909 {Meyer Kommentar); and now the fourth by Frame 
in 1912 (International Critical Commentary). With these is also to be mentioned Lake's 
Earlier Epistles of St. Paul (iqii), that seeks to show the relation of Paul's ideas and 
customs to the religious thought and life of the Mediterranean world. The student of 
Paul is particularly fortunate to have so much fine help in his studies. 

Brooke, A. E. Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Johannine Epistles. 

International Critical Commentary. New York: Scribner, 1912. Pp. 242. 

$2 . 50 net. 

Thirty years ago Bishop Westcott published his Commentary on the Epistles of St. 
John (1883) , and since that time it has been the chief English work upon these writings. 
Westcott's training and early career were at the University of Cambridge. Now from 
another Cambridge scholar we have a new large Commentary on the Johannine Epistles 
that may supersede the former one. A comparison of the two works will give some 
idea of how New Testament exegesis has progressed in a generation of time. Mr. 
Brooke aims "to determine, in the light of our knowledge of Christian life and thought 
at the end of the first and beginning of the second century, what the writer seems 
to have intended his readers to understand by the words which he addressed to them." 

Mackintosh, H. R. The Doctrine of the Person of Jesus Christ. International 
Theological Library. New York: Scribner, 191 2. Pp.540. $2.50 net. 
" It does not seem possible to hold or indicate the absoluteness of Christ as an 
intelligent conviction except by passing definitely into the domain of reasoned theory"; 
therefore the author (professor of theology at New College, Edinburgh) proceeds to 
this elaborate argument in behalf of the traditional Christology of the church. He 
presents first the Christology of the New Testament, then the History of Christological 
Doctrine, and finally a Reconstructive Statement of the Doctrine. The superior 
qualities of Dr. Mackintosh's book are likely to give it first place in the exposition and 
defense of the established doctrine of the person and work of Christ. In our modern 
attempt to interpret Jesus historically it is useful to refer to a first-class book like this 
that represents the classic theological interpretation of Jesus. 

RELATED SUBJECTS 

Lester, H. A. (editor). Sunday School Teaching: Its Aims and Its Methods. Lon- 
don and New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1912. Pp. x+135. 2s. net. 
One of the most cheerful signs of the times is the appearance of sane books on 
Sunday-school teaching and methods. The editor of this little English work is heading 
in the right direction. The teacher is the key to the whole situation. Well trained, 
apt, and inspiring, the teacher can do marvels for the pupils. The multitudinous 
questions that come up in Sunday-school work are only half touched here, but we are 
told how to teach the Book of Common Prayer and the Catechism. Let us hope that 
this little manual will be only the beginning of a larger work that will give us an ade- 
quate treatment of the pressing themes of method and management. 

Cross, George. The Theology of Schleiermacher. A Condensed Presentation of 
His Chief Work, "The Christian Faith." Chicago: The University of Chicago 
Press, 191 1. Pp. xi+344. $1.50. 

It has long been recognized that an understanding of Schleiermacher is indispen- 
sable to an appreciation of the problems of modern theology. Unfortunately, his most 
important theological work has never been translated. Professor Cross has done 
something even better in some respects. He has given in clear and luminous English 
the general substance of Schleiermacher's treatise, so that English-speaking students 
will be attracted to it as they would not to a voluminous and inevitably heavy trans- 
lation. Of course, scholars will prefer the original in any case. Thus this condensa- 
tion will serve a real purpose in making Schleiermacher more universally accessible. 
The admirable historical introduction and the judicious summary and critique deserve 
high commendation. 



